ON THE COVI

Presto!

Meet the People-Powered Piano Bike during Bike Month

D ebra Hens-

ley has been tak-
ing her show on
the road since
this time last year
with mobile Social
Stimulus  Gather-
ings — where she
invites the com-
munity to “mob”

a neighborhood
or location in pur-

suit of “people/

planet/purpose”

— also driving rev-
enue, awareness,
and attention to lo-
cal businesses and

organizations.

She says, “l want DS$
[Deb’s Social Stimulus]
to have a fun edge sur-
rounding our events and
projects. When we go
into a community, | want
to look into the complex
nature of the area, high-

Photo of Debra Hensley by daughter Hallie HensI

(ne of Debra Hensley’s Summer 2009 Sc
Stimulus Gatherings, on S. Limestone

(powering the gen-
erator) with lots of art
made with reusable
materials, attached to
the piano frame and
trailer, etc. (If you
have had a smoothie
at the Farmers’ Mar-
ket, thank Shane and
his business partner
rick Garnpétt. \ | |

they / undet-
stood the [ technol-

lighting the history, the
people, the small busi-

nesses and the unique features that rein-

force our ‘sense of place and community.’
Most importantly, | want to engage the

community make a go of it.” fdrink-
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munity. From the beginning, my idea of the
‘PianoBike’ was untried and | had to bring
the right people on board to see if we could
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Somewhat 10 het

surprise, she didn't encounter skepticisimz
“Shane did not even ask what was in my
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™ol the the pleted, a

ol puliing the
bikes ™ PPT; clist charging the

battery/generator..xwe were ready. NEXT
STEP: Wehad a big POW WOW with the
WHOS .dJoel Pett made the cartoon, Bob
Morgan met the art teachers Jarah Jones,
Georgia Henkel, Ann Allen and their stu-
dents to demonstrate how to make throw
away items and reusable things into art.
Hub Cap Annie (Ira Lush) donated all the
hubcaps, and the kids” have been pouring
their efforts artistically:.cool hubcaps they
willbfing on Saturday. Peggy at Don Wil-
son Music Company ‘has donated grave-
yard instrtuments; Pat Gerhard, Bob Morgan
and'Melissa

Waitt will help facilitate the gathering on
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artistic elementsito Presto.

As for the labor costs? “EVERYONE has

«donated his or her talents towards this proj-
Iect. Is that cool or what?

Lori Houlihan and Debra Hensley “will
mapage the Community engagement piece
here Presto goes.” She adds, “Look for
to at some neat public events....very
soon.” Q




