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CCOOVVEERRSSTTOORRYY..

Welcome!
Welcome to the annual Best of Lex

READERS’ Poll — all year long,
the Readers suggest categories;

the Ballot is included in every August edi-
tion; and every year we print the Results,
usually during the Keeneland Sales. (Next
year’s Best of Lex will be on stands just in
time to kick off the 2010 World Equestrian
Games.) Then there is a party. And at this
party, there is always Cake. 

Every year, the Ballot shifts and changes
to accommodate the ever-evolving and
growing interests of the Ace Reader. When
Best of Lex began in the 90s, for example,
there was no “Best Local Blog” category, and
there definitely was no Best Twitter. (UK did-
n’t even have a Coach Cal back then. If you
can imagine.)

Some categories retire, rotate, and might
be revived later (e.g., Best Burger is back this
year, but best pancake is still taking a rest
after Alfalfa won it about 430 times). 

New this year is Best GTV3 episode.
Ace covers LFUCG (usually via GTV3) live
every Tuesday and Thursday at
twitter.com/aceweekly, and then posts sum-
maries at www.aceweekly.com. So if you
aren’t familiar with the “Scott’s Turf Builder
episode” or the “Sidewalk Debate” or the
“Shoeshine episode,” then you can search
those items at www.aceweekly.com. Or if
you don’t know the name of your neighbor-
hood Kroger, you can read more about Disco
Kroger and its cousins on page 17 (and at
Ace online).

Some categories just never go away…
even when we want them to. “Best use for
Lexington Mall” has been a category since
the Mall died. Readers asked this year when
we would retire it, and the answer is: when

something is built at Lexington Mall. Steve
Austin is reportedly working with students
as part of a larger “Dead Malls” project, and
hopefully we’ll have better news to report
there in the next year. But Turfland will still
likely be added as a category in 2010. 

Also returning this year is the Best Use
for the CentrePointe Block. We hope that cat-
egory doesn’t last as long as the Lexington
Mall category.

One reader asked why there is a cate-
gory like “best honest mechanic” which just
“perpetuates a stereotype?” The answer is:
for the same reason there’s a “best fear-free
dentist.” The readers recommended those
categories, in precisely those terms.
Presumably, they wanted to honor their
favorite stereotype-busters. For several

years there was a “best honest divorce attor-
ney” category and “best honest roofer”
(admittedly, categories that didn’t draw a
lot of voting).

Best Scandal? That’s not a new catego-
ry, but there are new contenders. 

Read on… Read on… 
As the new Ace website (thanks

Elevation Creative!) and Facebook
(www.facebook.com/AceWeeklyFans) and
twitter (twitter.com/aceweekly) allow us to
talk with the Readers 24/7, this 20th anniver-
sary year represents a new and exciting era
for Ace. We’re combining that online interac-
tion with real life meet ‘n greets like Front
Porch Fridays (the first Friday of every
month) and the Ace Book Club (the first
Wednesday of every month), so who knows
what the 2010 Best of Lex Ballot will look
like. We expect you will tell us.

See you at the Party! ■

Photo by Keegan Frank
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Best of Lex ‘09

BBeesstt  ppllaaccee  ttoo  hheeaarr  ppooeettrryy

Al’s Bar (Holler Poets Series)

Common Grounds

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
BBeesstt  AArrttss  NNoonnPPrrooffiitt

AArrtt  iinn  MMoottiioonn
Lexington Art League
Lexington Philharmonic

BBeesstt  LLeexxiinnggttoonn  aauutthhoorr

Ed McClanahan

Gurney Norman
Neil Chethik

BBeesstt  llooccaall  tthheeaatteerr  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ((oouuttddoooorr))

Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde (Summerfest)
Once on this Island (Summerfest)
Henry IV (Summerfest)

BBeesstt  nneeww
bbaarr//cclluubb
((ooppeenneedd  iinn
llaasstt  yyeeaarr))

Bakers 360
Drake’s
Soundbar

BBeesstt  lliivvee  mmuussiicc  vveennuuee

Buster’s

Lower 48
The Green Lantern

BBeesstt  bbooookk  bbyy  aa  KKeennttuucckkiiaann  iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

Girl Trouble by Holly Goddard Jones
St. Myrtle by Donna Ison 
Weird Kentucky by Jeffrey Scott Holland

BBeesstt  llooccaall  tthheeaatteerr  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ((iinnddoooorr))

Long Time Traveling (Silas House play)
Always Patsy Cline

Side by Side
Pet Milk
SWAP

BBeesstt  vviissuuaall  aarrtt  eexxhhiibbiitt  iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

BBeesstt  llooccaall  vviissuuaall  aarrttiisstt

Arturo Sandoval
James Shambhu
John Lackey
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BBeesstt  SSuunnddaayy  bbrruunncchh

Winchell’s
Stella’s
Doodles

BBeesstt  bbeeeerr  sseelleeccttiioonn
oonn  ttaapp

The Chase Tap Room
Pazzo’s
Marikka’s

EAT & DRINK

THE GOODS

BBeesstt  ffuunnnneellccaakkee  yyoouu  aattee  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr

Lexington Legends/Applebee’s Park
Woodland Arts Fair
July 4 downtown

BBeesstt  ddiinnnneerr  $$110000  bbuucckkss

Azur Restaurant
Jonathan at Gratz Park
Rossi’s

BBeesstt  bbuurrggeerr
((nnoonn--cchhaaiinn))

Sawyer’s
Tolly Ho 
Stella’s

BBeesstt  rroommaannttiicc
rreessttaauurraanntt

Melting Pot
Le Deauville 
Murray’s

BBeesstt  VVEETTEERRAANN  llooccaall  rreessttaauurraanntt  ((ddeeccaaddee  oorr  oollddeerr))

Merrick Inn
Dudley’s
Ramsey’s

BBeesstt  ttaaqquueerriiaa

La Favorita 
Hacienda

BBeesstt  nneeww  rreessttaauurraanntt  ((ooppeenneedd  iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr))

The Dish
Drake’s
Bakers 360

BBeesstt  $$1100  bbuucckk  lluunncchh  ((nnoonn--cchhaaiinn))

Sidebar
Wine + Market
Tin Roof

BBeesstt  rreessttaauurraanntt  ffoorr  llooccaavvoorreess

AP Roots
Good Foods
Alfalfa

BBeesstt  $$1100  bbuucckk  ggiiffttss

Third Street Stuff
Two Chicks
Lucia’s

BBeesstt  bboouuttiiqquuee

Bella Rose
Mod Boutique
Helen’s

BBeesstt  NNeeww  SSttoorree

Scout
Corner Wines
Babycakes

BBeesstt  ppllaaccee  ttoo  bbuuyy  llooccaall  aarrtt

Cross Gate
Artique
South Hill

BBeesstt  $$110000
bbuucckk  ggiiffttss

L.V. Harkness
For Friends
Keeneland Gift Shop

BBeesstt  KKrrooggeerr

Romany Road (known as Krolex, and Krandalls)
Richmond Road (known as Growger)
Beaumont (known as Death Star)
((see page 17 for related story)

BBeesstt  bbooookkssttoorree

Joseph-Beth Booksellers
Morris Book Shop
Half Price Books

Chef Jeremy Ashby at Azur
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BBeesstt  RReeaallttoorr

Whitney Pannell
Rick Queen
Mina Mattone

SSeexxiieesstt  RRaaddiioo  GGaall

Deidre Ransdell
Cass Dwyer
Sue Wiley

SEX & THE CITY

SERVICES & PROFESSIONALS
BBeesstt  aarrcchhiitteeccttuurraall  ffiirrmm

EOP
Tate Hill Jacobs
Pohl Rosa Pohl

SSeexxiieesstt  eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicciiaall

Kelly Flood
Kathy Stein
Jim Gray

BBeesstt  TTwwiitttteerr  PPoowweerr  CCoouuppllee  

AllanThinks/AliThinks

Josh Fenner/Liz Fenner
Bill Powell/Jackie Powell

SSeexxiieesstt  NNeewwss  GGaall

Kristen Pflum
Megan Skaggs
Dia Davidson

SSeexxiieesstt  RRaaddiioo  GGuuyy

Kruser
Mick Jeffries
Twitch

SSeexxiieesstt  NNeewwss  GGuuyy

Marvin Bartlett
T.G. Shuck
Kevin Christopher

BBeesstt  PPllaaccee  ttoo  MMeeeett  SSMMAARRTT  SSiinngglleess  

Morris Book Shop
Farmers Market
Joseph-Beth Booksellers

BBeesstt  fflloorriisstt

Best of Flowers
Oram’s
Stephen Hein

BBeesstt  hhoonneesstt  mmeecchhaanniicc

Lowell’s
Autotech
Powers

BBeesstt  rreemmooddeelleerr

Padgett Construction
BACK Construction
Crawford Builders

BBeesstt  ddooggggiiee  ddaayy  ccaarree

Uptown Hounds
Dogtown
PetSuites

BBeesstt  FFeeaarr--FFrreeee  DDeennttiisstt

Dr. Fred Schroeder
Beaumont Family Dentistry 
Dr. Gina Higgins

BBeesstt  ccoommppuutteerr  sseerrvviiccee//rreeppaaiirr

Woodland Computers
Geek Squad
Gorrell’s

Photo by Keegan Frank
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BBeesstt  ppoolliittiiccaall  ggrruuddggee  ttoo  sseettttllee
iinn  aa  ccaaggee  mmaattcchh  (loser leaves town)

Dudley Webb vs. Jim Gray

LOCAL COLOR:PEOPLE & PLACES

BBeesstt  LLeexx  SSccaannddaall

Billy Gillispie

Airport Spending
Library Spending

BBeesstt  LLeexx  ppoolliittiicciiaann

Diane Lawless

Jim Gray
Kelly Flood

BBeesstt  llooccaall  aaccttiivviisstt//hheellllrraaiisseerr

Graham Pohl
Jim Embry
Rob Morris

BBeesstt  oolldd  bbuuiillddiinngg  rreehhaabb

Buster’s
Pulse Nightlife

BBeesstt  uussee  ffoorr
CCeennttrreeppooiinnttee  bblloocckk  

Downtown Grocery
New City Hall
Amphitheater

BBeesstt  uussee  ffoorr  LLeexxiinnggttoonn  MMaallll’’ss  ccuurrrreenntt  ccaarraappaaccee

Indoor Farmers Market
New City Hall
Waterpark

BBeesstt  tthhiinngg  ttoo  hhaappppeenn  ttoo
tthhee  ssuubbuurrbbss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr

Legacy Trail
New Amphitheater at Horse Park

BBeesstt  cchhaarriittyy  eevveenntt//ffuunnddrraaiisseerr
iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

Makenna Derby Party
FreedomFest
Beaux Arts Ball

BBeesstt  tthhiinngg  ttoo  hhaappppeenn  ttoo  UUKK  iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

Coach Cal
Gillispie’s Exit
S. Limestone Streetscape

BBeesstt  tthhiinngg  ttoo  hhaappppeenn  ttoo  ddoowwnnttoowwnn  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr

Burying the Power Lines on Newtown
Distillery District
CentrePointe Failure

BBeesstt  ggrraassssrroooottss
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn

SeedLeaf Lex
SustainLex
Local First/March Madness Marching Band

Photo by Keegan Frank

Photo by Rob Morris

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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MEDIA/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEW MEDIA
NNeexxtt  ggrroouupp  MMoosstt  LLiikkeellyy
ttoo  bbee  IInnvveessttiiggaatteedd  bbyy  HHLL

UK
The Jail
DDA

BBeesstt  GGTTVV33  ““eeppiissooddee””  0099

“Scott Turf Builder”
Sidewalks Debate
“Shoeshine”

BBeesstt  LLeexx  nneettrroooottss
mmoovveemmeenntt  iinn  llaasstt  yyeeaarr

Kickball at CentrePointe
LexMobs
S. Limestone action

BBeesstt  LLeexx  TTwwiitttteerr

UK Coach Calipari

KySportsRadio
Whitney Pannell

BBeesstt  LLeexx  FFaacceebbooookk  PPaaggee

UK Coach Calipari

Ace Weekly
“Draft Jim Gray for Mayor

BBeesstt  llooccaall  bblloogg
((nnoonn  ccoorrppoorraattee))

MingleFreely.com
Kimmyville
Blueline

BBeesstt  TTVV  wweeaatthheerr  gguuyy

TG Shuck
Bill Meck
Jon James

BBeesstt  TTVV  wweeaatthheerr  ggaall

Mary Wasson
Kristie Kubovic

BBeesstt  TTVV
aanncchhoorr  gguuyy

Tom Kenny
Marvin Bartlett
Kevin Christopher

BBeesstt  llooccaall  rraaddiioo  sshhooww

Trivial Thursdays (WRFL)

Curtains at 8 (WUKY)
Accents (WRFL)

BBeesstt  rraaddiioo  ssttaattiioonn

WUKY
WRFL
WKQQ

BBeesstt  TTVV  aanncchhoorr  ggaall

Megan Skaggs
Amber Philpot
Barbara Bailey

BBeesstt  eevveenniinngg  nneewwssccaasstt

WTVQ
WLEX
WKYT

BBeesstt  DDJJ

Kruser
Mick Jeffries
Twitch

OONN  TTHHEE  CCOOVVEERR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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